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Here is our second edition this year of the Brooks’ Briefs. We are hoping that students, parents 

and community members find it a quick, useful way to stay informed about many of the 

wonderful things that are happening at our school. If you have any questions, comments or 

feedback please let me know at: Jamie.Burt@sd47.bc.ca  

 

Transforming BC’s Curriculum 

As many of you are aware, our Ministry of Education and stakeholders throughout the province 

are implementing BC’s Education Plan to help transform education to better meet the needs of 

all learners. Changing a system as complex as the education system takes time. To do it well 

involves extensive ongoing consultation, thorough research and exploration of possibilities, 

thoughtful decision-making and detailed planning. We want to hear from you! 
 

 Consultations to date have pointed to clear directions: A more flexible curriculum that 

prescribes less and enables more, for both teachers and students and a system focused on the core 

competencies, skills and knowledge that students need to succeed in the 21st century. 
 

 Feedback from teachers on BC’s Education Plan has suggested that currently, B.C.’s curriculum 

has too many prescribed learning outcomes and that reducing those outcomes will give teachers 

more time and flexibility to allow students to explore their interests and passions.   
 

 The task for the Ministry as it develops new curriculum and assessment guidelines is to remove 

barriers to personalizing instruction so that the curriculum is optimally manageable for teachers 

and allows them more freedom to find approaches that work for schools and students alike.  
 

 Below are links which summarize the work to date, and how the ministry is engaging with 

stakeholders to implement changes to curriculum. 

 

•Exploring Curriculum Design  

http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/docs/exp_curr_design.pdf 

 

•Defining Cross Curricular Competencies  

http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/docs/def_xcurr_comps.pdf 

 

•Short summary of the transformation for parents, educators, and citizens: 

http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/docs/overview.pdf 

 

•Enabling Innovation: Transforming Curriculum and Assessment 

http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/docs/ca_transformation.pdf 
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ATTN: Grade 12s…College Crew: 

The College Crew blog, written by our school counsellors, is intended for all students and 

parents/guardians who would like information about the post-secondary process. Deciding on 

post-secondary school is a big step and making the plans to transition from high school to post-

secondary can be exciting, nerve-wracking, scary and fun...often all at the same time. The 

College Crew blog is here to help with all of your questions and planning. 

http://collegecrew.weebly.com/ 

Submitted by: Mrs. Burt 

 

Grade 12 Student Meeting - Wednesday Oct. 7th at 10:00am 

On Wednesday Oct. 7th at the start of Flex Time we will be holding a meeting for all of our 

Grade 12 students sharing information on the following topics: Timelines, Grad Transitions, 

Post-Secondary Institution Visits, Diploma Verification Reports, Grad 2016 Information, and 

more. 

 

Metalwork Shop Art 

 

Mr. McKenzie has completed the first new 

mural in our Metal Shop. He is hoping to add 

some colour, character and panache to the 

space.  He is hoping  to inspire one or more 

students to do a couple more throughout the 

year! 

 

 

 

Interested in Becoming a Foster Parent? 

The Ministry of Children and Family Development will be holding an Information Session for 

anyone interested in learning more about foster parenting and the application process on October 

20th at 7pm at MCFD. Please call 604 485-1014 to pre- register 

 

Sr. Girls Volleyball Season 

The Sr. Girls Volleyball team is off to a busy start to their season. With a top 10 pre-season 

provincial ranking they are hoping for big things this year. Practices started the last week of 

August ; 5 straight days to start the year. The team’s first tournament saw them cross the border 

into Auburn, Washington on Sept. 12.  Twenty-one teams were there and Brooks the only 

Canadian team.  The other 20 teams came from all over Washington.  It was great to have such 

high level competition so early in the year.  Overall, we won 3 and lost 3 and placed 11th. We 

were pleased with our play and the way the girls started to gel.  Our second tournament was a 

round robin tournament in Nanaimo.  Overall we won 3 and lost 3.  We played some of the best 

teams in BC in 4 out of 6 of our matches.  We won in 3 games against Handsworth but lost in 

three games to Brentwood, Isfeld and Oak Bay.  We had good chances to win all three but fell 

just short. Next up for the Thunderbirds is the VIU tourney in Nanaimo on Oct. 2-3. 

Submitted by: Mr. Skinner 

 

http://collegecrew.weebly.com/
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Cyber Bullying & Cyber Incidents 

 

“Young people have fully embraced the Internet as both an 

environment and a tool for socializing. Unfortunately, some 

people also use these technologies to post damaging text or 

images to harass, threaten or embarrass their peers or engage 

in other aggressive behavior. This behavior can consist of 

name calling, insults, mean teasing, rumour-spreading, mean 

gossip, excluding, scaring or making threats, or stalking. It 

can also include impersonating someone else online, posting 

embarrassing pictures or videos of a student online, or starting 

“text wars.” Cyberbullying is deliberate, repeated and hostile behavior by an individual or group 

that is intended to harm others.” Read more from Nancy Willard about cyberbullying, including 

guidelines to prevent and respond:  http://www.sd47.bc.ca/school/brooks/Pages/default.aspx 

 (under “Publications”) 

Submitted by: Mrs. Burt 

 

What is Flex Time? 

Flex Time is a program that is unique to Brooks Secondary School.  Governed by a set of rules 

and expectations, students have 60 minutes each week (Wednesdays from 10:03am - 11:03am) to 

take control of their education.  It is an opportunity to get individual or small group assistance 

from teachers, catch up on missed work, work ahead, read for pleasure or study.  Students are 

encouraged to take full advantage of the time, expertise and facilities that are available to you. 

For more information please click on the following link:  

 

http://www.sd47.bc.ca/school/brooks/Publications/Flex%20Time%20.pdf 

 

Orange Shirt Day - Wednesday September 30th 

In commemoration of so many who had to experience residential schools, we are encouraging 

our school community to wear orange shirts or ribbons on Wednesday September 30th. Please 

click on this link for more info:  

 

http://www.sd47.bc.ca/school/brooks/Pages/newsitem.aspx?ItemID=130&ListID=319a531a-

577c-413d-90ed-ff3dba1d2083&TemplateID=Announcement_Item 

 

 

 

 Terry Fox Run / Jasper Mohan School Run - Oct. 21st 

On Wednesday Oct. 21st our school will be taking part in our annual 

Terry Fox / Jasper Mohan Run starting at 11:30am. Information will 

be going out to students early next week and funds will be collected in 

classes for this wonderful cause. It is always a great event that our 

school community fully supports! 
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 Experiential & Integrated Learning Program (students are working on a new name)  

 

Photo #1. Students collecting samples locally to determine levels of radioactive isotopes from the 

Fukushima Power Plant disaster. An example of how Citizen Science can connect the local to the 

global while engaging students in relevant content.  
 

Photo #2. As part of their English course, students exploring oral communication and public 

speaking with Toastmasters Youth Leadership program. The final project includes delivering 

their speech to a public audience. 

- Submitted by Mr. Barfoot 

 
 

Brooks Outdoor Club 

 

It's been a great start for the Brooks Outdoor Club.  So far we 

have had one cyclocross race on the Island, the first in an Island 

series called Cross on the Rock.  None of the kids had 

experienced this style of racing before and they are keen for the 

next.  Cyclocross is a mix between road biking and mountain 

biking where a beefed up road bike is raced over a short, off-

road loop (about 2km) and each category races a number of 

laps.  The Club also participated in their first hike.  We climbed 

to Emma Lake in a torrential downpour where we had to 

surpass raging rivers, mudslides, and fog.  It was awesome!  

We also just recently hosted the Brooks Invitational Cross 

Country Race at Sunset Park, the first in the North Island 

Series. It was a huge success.  We had runners in all categories 

with 10 top 5 finishes.  Notably, Camryn Cline was second in 8 

girls, and Noemi Mazurek, Josh Chernoff, and Chris Fisher all 

placed third in their categories. Photos can be seen on our 

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1628005810787979/ 

Submitted by: Mr. Cocksedge 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1628005810787979/
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Jr. Girls Volleyball Season 

Our Grade 9 Girls attended the Brentwood Tournament on the Island over the past weekend and 

came away with a silver medal!!! The girls played outstanding, as many of the big schools on the 

island were there.  The Thunderbirds won their pool and then beat Mount Doug two straight 

before narrowly losing to Mark Isfeld in the final … 29 - 27.  The future is definitely bright for 

Brooks’ volleyball. The team is travelling again today to Mark Isfeld for a re-match. Team 

members are: Willimijn P., Kristyn S, Annika K, Ally C., Carmen M., Melaina M., Sydney S., 

Hailey S. and Haylee H. 

Submitted by: Mr. Miller 

 

 

School Photo Day - Thursday Oct 1st 

 

Students … please take it seriously or you could end up like this 

former Grade 11 student for eternity!  

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

Wednesday Sept. 30   Gr. 10 PE Classes to OLC 

Thursday Oct. 1st    Individual School Photo Day 

      Student Council to OLC 

Monday  Oct. 12th   Thanksgiving Holiday 

Thursday  Oct. 15    Earthquake Drill 

Friday  Oct. 16    Germany Exchange Students arrive 

Monday Oct. 19    Interim Reports mailed home 

Tuesday Oct. 20  6:30pm DPAC Meeting at SBO 

    7:00pm PAC Meeting 

Wednesday Oct. 21    School Terry Fox / Jasper Mohan Run 

Friday  Oct. 23    Provincial Pro D Day  

Wednesday Oct. 28  2:15 pm Early Dismissal 

    6:30 pm Student-Parent-Teacher Interviews 

 

HOME of the THUNDERBIRDS 


